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WESTSIDE MARKET, THE LEGACY

In the late 1800’s, Mr. Richard Milton Fichter built a blacksmith shop on the corner of Acacia
and South Butte Road in Sutter City. Mr. Gunoudi, a local Sutter City resident, became the
town’s blacksmith. Since South Butte Road was the main East/West Route, Mr. Fichter
added a water tower for livestock and horses that came through the valley.

By the 1920’s Mr. Gunoudi realized that the town needed a hardware store. He renovated
the west side of the blacksmith shop into a hardware store, and the east side of the shop
into a tavern. Richard Fichter's son Milt, became the proprietor of the tavern and named it
“Wel-Kum-Inn.” This tavern became a popular place for local men to meet and discuss their
day’s work, the economy, politics and even tell a joke or two.

In the late 1940’s the hardware store was turned into a grocery store and delicatessen. It
was called “Kimbles.” The Brundages became the next store owners and changed the
name to “Westside Market.” In 1960 the Brundages sold the “Westside Market” to Lee and
Pauline Brady. Keeping the store “Westside Market,” the Brady’s not only catered to the
local residence, they made deliveries to their homes and to many businesses in Sutter
County.

In 1968 when young man Larry Munger returned home from the service he began working
for the Brady’s and learned the grocery business. When the Brady’s retired in 1973, the
Munger family purchased the store and changed the name to “Munger’s Market.” Today, the
Munger family remains as its present owners.

The cover portrays the 2003 Sutter County State Fair Exhibit that brought home a
“‘GOLD” Ribbon for a “First Place” and a “Blue” Ribbon for “Best Display of Artifacts.”
The exhibit was created and built by Sutter County Community Volunteers.
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In accordance with Section 2272 and 2279 of the California Food and Agricultural Code,
| am pleased to submit the 2003 Sutter County Agricultural Crop Report. Sutter County's
gross agricultural production value totaled $301,229,500, with Rice, Peaches, Dried
Plums (Prunes), Walnuts and canning Tomatoes continuing as the leading agricultural
commodities.

Overall, commodity prices remained strong in 2003. World events and orchard crop
reserves did impact certain commodities. Cattle prices increased significantly in response
to the import prohibitions on Canadian beef and to the continuing drought in the Mid-
West. Dried Plum prices remained depressed, although slight yield increases offset
some of the price decline. A strong demand for Almonds significantly increased return.
Imports and marketing issues continued to plague the price return on Peaches while
weather took a significant toll in reducing peach yields. Walnut prices and yields were
also lower. Canning Tomato acreage and prices continued to spiral downwards as stable
reserves and a waning demand continued to affect this commodity. Field crop prices,
including Rice, remained strong.

Other factors growers had to contend with this year included significantly higher fuel and
fertilizer costs, a wet spring, with hail and high winds that delayed planting and damaged
orchard crops, and the State’s budget crisis which impacted grower programs.

Notably, as summarized in this report, agriculture continues to be a valuable contributor
to our County's economic base, returning over $1.05 Billion to our economy. | would like
to express my sincere appreciation to staff and to the many individuals from the
agriculture industry who assisted in the compilation of this report.

Respectfully submitted,

L

Mark P. Quisenberry
Agricultural Commissioner

Commencing with this 2003 Crop Report, all reports will now be posted on our
website at www.suttercounty.org instead of being printed.
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